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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 GUATEM 02847 I6I5I7Z 
ACTION COME-00 

INFO OCT-OI ARA-14 ISO-00 EB-08 L-03 CIAE-00 DODE-00 
DOTE-00 FMC-02 INR-IO NSAE-00 CG-00 DLOS-09 
OES-07 CTME-00 TRSE-00 /054W 

1 13474 I715I9Z/46 

R 16I455Z MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0263 
INFO AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 
AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA 

UNCLAS GUATEMALA 2847 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EWWT, GT 

SUBJECT: REPSONSE TO FEDERAL MARITIME COMMISSION REQUEST FOR INFOR- 
MATION ON STAMP CHARGE 

REE: STATE 122089 

1 . STAMP AND SEALED PAPER TAX ARE IMPOSED BY THE GUATEMALAN 
IRS (DIRECION GENERAL DE RENTAS INTERNAS) WHICH ALSO COLLECTS 
THE TAX. IT IS COLLECTED ON THE CIF VALUE OF ALL CARGOES. 

IT IS, THEREFORE, COLLECTED AGAINST BOTH THE VALUE OF THE 
CARGO AND THE EREIGHT CHARGES. THE TAX IX PAID BY ALL USERS 
UNLESS EXPRESSLY EXONERATED BY THE FISCAL AUTHORITIES. SUCH 
EXONERATION IS USUALLY LIMITED TO SPECIFIC CARGOES OF THE 
GOVERNMENT. THE REVENUES EROM THE TAX ARE PLACED IN THE 
GENERAL FUND (FONDO COMUN). THESE CHARGES DATE FROM DECREE 
1831 OF MAY 30, 1932. 

2. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WHICH MAY BE OF INTEREST INCLUDES: 

THE STAMP AND SEALED PAPER TAXES ARE A TRADITIONAL LATIN 
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT REVENUE SOURCE. IN THE CASE OF 
GUATEMALA, COLLECTION FROM THIS BROAD CATEGORY (ALSO 
LEVIED AGAINST SALARIES ABOVE A CERTAIN LEVEL) WAS 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 GUATEM 02847 161517Z 

$140.2 MILLION IN 1977. THIS AMOUNTED TO 24 PERCENT 
OF TOTAL CURRENT INCOME IN THE YEAR 1977. 
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